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Circle Four Realty
Attn: Ron l,lunderl i ch
P.0. Box 100
}IILFORD UT 8475I

RE: STATUTORY LIMITATION OF IRRIGATION I.JATER RIGHTS

Mr. Wunderl ich:

This letter is given to memorialize and confirm our telephone conversation this
date regarding the administration of water rights in the l.lilford Valley. The
recent vote by the water users to administer their distribution system via
metering as opposed to monitoring acreage has evidently led to some confusion
regarding the more general administration of water rightl. Utah statutes state:

Beneficial use shall be the basis, the,measure and the limit of all rights
to the use of water in this state. IUCA 73-l-3]

For irrigation rjghts, "beneficial use" as defined in the statute is measured in
aqres ol irr.jqal,ion. The acre-foot diversion Iimit (also referred to as the
]duty of water") is based on an earlier court ordbr and on the proposed
Determination of Water Rights which states:

In the instan-ce of irrigation, the field headgate requirement of the
land is considered to be 4.0 acre-feet per alre""per'calendar year,
regardless of the source of supply. [preamble, pira. ll

As evidenced by the language, this duty was established at a time when mostirriga.tior was still ,bV Aitch and furrow technology. 0f the 4.0 acre-feet per
acre which was allowed under those rights when they-were quantified, it was knbwn
that around 50% would,actual'ly-be coniumed by the irrigation use. The remainder,
which can be described as ll.pp_tication losses" was conlidered to be what may have
been called "carrier water". Presently available information indicates thai this
water is not rea11y iost, but is returned in large part to the hydrologic systemas "relurn flow", which often makes up the riater relied- upon 

-by 
6ther

appropriators in the same district. For the l'lilford area, it'is clrrenily
estimated that approximately 1.5 acre-feet per acre is returned.

By converting from the older flood irrigation methods to more efficient sprinkler
Spplication, the net effect has been to greatly reduce the "application iosses".
However,. al tho_ugh .one. may- sti I 1 cl.aim_a 

-right-to 
apply the firi I 4 acre-feet per

acre to their lands, the increased efficiency does'iroi qive the right to explnd
the gcre3ge being irrigated. Such an expansio
result in an increase in the consumptive use of the-water and would thuiconstituteani1lega1en.|argementorffisuchenlarge'.nt''iIlleadto
an. impairment of the rights of other water users, and anyond doing so would be
subject to lawsuits and legal enforcement actions.
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